
                             405 Hope Ave. Columbus, IN 4720 812.348.4558 ext. 215 

Dear Community Partner, 
 
Preparations are underway for the 42nd annual Festival of the Young Child, which will be taking place 
Saturday, April 27 from 10:00am – 12:00pm.  The Council for Youth Development Family Engagement 
Workgroup has partnered with Children’s Inc. and Columbus Parks & Rec. this year in an effort to promote 
The Developmental Assets.   As many community partners in Bartholomew County know by now, the 
Development Assets is a framework designed by Search Institute, which identifies a set of skills, 
experiences, relationships, and behaviors that enable young people to develop into successful and 
contributing adults.  This set of skills, experiences, relationship and behaviors consist of 40 assets that are 
divided into 20 internal assets and 20 external assets.  The External Assets are those relationships and 
experiences a young person finds in his or her immediate environment.  The Internal Assets are those 
qualities and characteristics that develop within a young person. 
 
We invite you to partner with us and become a designated Developmental Asset Host Table!  As a host 
table your table will be provided with color coordinated balloons and signage promoting one of the eight 
assets categories.  When a child and his or her family engages at your table and completes the activity 
your organization has prepared simply stamp the child’s passport as proof of completion.   
 

Support:  Young people need to be surrounded by people who love, care for, appreciate, and 
accept them. 
Empowerment: Young people need to feel valued and valuable.  This happens when youth feel 
safe and respected. 
Boundaries and Expectations: Young people need clear rules, consistent consequences for 
breaking rules, and encouragement to do their best. 
Constructive Use of Time: Young people need opportunities—outside of school—to learn and 
develop new skills and interest with other youth and adults. 
Commitment to Learning: Young people need a sense of the lasting importance of learning and 
a belief in their own abilities. 
Positive Values: Young people need to develop strong guiding values to help them make healthy 
life choices. 
Social Competencies: Young people need the skills to interact effectively with others, to make 
difficult decisions, and to cope with new situations. 
Positive Identity: Young people need to believe in their own self-worth and to feel they have 
control over the things that happen to them. 

 
 
Please identify which Developmental Asset your activity will promote on the Festival of the Young Child 
Registration Form.  If you are not sure, we are happy to help match your activity with one of the above 
assets based on the description you include on your registration form. 

Thank you for participating in this community activity for the Festival of the Young Child. To learn more 
about Developmental Assets and efforts to integrate social-emotional well-being across Bartholomew 
County visit www.cydbartholomew.org. 
 
Have additional questions? Contact Heather Carson, CYD Director at carson@foundationforyouth.com. 

http://www.cydbartholomew.org/

