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State of the Child



Understand top challenges facing youth.

Access critical data and solutions.

Advocate, empower and inspire action.

Work together and be responsive.

Why the state of the child?



To improve the lives of all 
Indiana children.



Starting with the Why: 
Keeping a Student in Mind

Write the name of a 
child that has had an 
impact on you.



Notable Improvements

Juveniles Committed to 
Department of Correction

743
2014

622
2017

Teen Birth Rate per 1,000 
Females, Ages 15-17

13.6
2013

8.9
2017

Children Who are Uninsured, 
Under 19

8.3%
2013

5.8%
2016

Children in Poverty 21.9%
2013

18.4%
2017

21st Century Scholars 
Completing Indiana Public 
Four-Year College On-Time

25%
2014

34%
2017



Notable Improvements

Ratio of Population to Mental 
Health Providers 820:1

2014
700:1

2017

9th -12th Grade Monthly Use of 
Cigarettes

11.5%
2015

7.3%
2018

Median Household Income $49,446
2014

$54,181
2017

Teens Employed 33.5%
2013

36.3%
2017

High-Quality Early Childhood 
Programs

878
2015

1,301
2018



County Notable Improvements

Ratio of Population to Mental 
Health Providers 780:1

2014
720:1

2017

Teen Birth Rate per 1,000 
Females, Ages 15-17

9.0
2014

9.7
2017

Children in Poverty 16.4%
2014

14.7%
2017

College Students Needing 
Remediation

27%
2013

13%
2016

High-Quality Early Childhood 
Programs

13
2014

13
2017



Who are Hoosier kids?



Children under 18 represent 24% 
of the state’s population

Bartholomew:  0.7%



27.1% are a race other than 
white, non-Hispanic

Bartholomew:  22.4%



Nationally, we have few 
bright spots, are in the 

middle for most, and need 
to progress in all.



National Rankings

KIDS COUNT 
Indiana Overall

Family & Community

Economic Well-Being

Education

Health

28th

32nd

24th

14th

31st



Race, place, income and 
immigrant status 

disparities and barriers 
are critical factors for child 

well-being.



Parental Incarceration



Poverty

16.4%
2014

14.7%
2017



IREAD-3

91.0%
2015

88.9%
2018



Infant Mortality

Bartholomew | Infant Deaths : 6



Suicide Ideation





Hoosier families are diverse.



Primary Householder

7.0%
Grandparent

4.2%
Stepparent

2.2%
Foster parent

1.4%
Adopted Parent

1.8%
Other Relatives



Foster Care



Clear family and 
community challenges 
exist that negatively 
impact children.



Challenge: Abuse and Neglect

12.8
2014

13.8
2017



Challenge: Abuse and Neglect



Challenge: Parental Substance Abuse

Bartholomew:  66.2%



Children thrive when they 
are surrounded by stable, 
consistent, and meaningful 
relationships with caring 
adults.



Youth with a mentor experience better educational, 
vocational, and psychosocial outcomes.



Quality mentoring:
• Standards in recruitment
• Screening
• Training
• Matching and Initiating
• Monitoring and Support 
• Closure of the 

Relationship





Individuals 
✓Serve as a volunteer to mentor youth 

either informally or formally through a 
quality mentoring program. 

✓ Be consistent in relationships with 
youth, emphasizing belief in their 
future. 



Organizations and Communities 
✓ In local communities, work across sectors to

identify the children most in need of a mentor 
and find matches.

✓ Engage in continuous improvement to align 
with quality mentoring standards. 

✓ Support and increase private sector 
engagement in quality mentoring. This 
includes developing youth mentoring 
strategies and collaborating with partners. 



Leaders and Policy Makers 
✓Expand local, state, and federal public 

policies that advance quality 
mentoring and close the mentoring 
gap. 

✓Promote the implementation of 
evidence-based practices for quality 
mentoring. 



Turn and Talk

• What is interesting?
• What is surprising?
• What is significant?





Although unemployment is 
low, many Hoosier families 
experience economic 
instability and insecurity.



Household Income

Indiana: $54,134
$54,101

2014
$61,943

2017



Challenge: Poverty



Challenge: Working Poor



Challenge: Costs of Raising Kids



Housing burdens can negatively affect children’s 
physical and mental health, contribute to keeping 
a family in poverty, and lead to parental stress.



Bartholomew: 2.1% or 257 students



Evictions 

Bartholomew:  2.2% 



Challenge: Food Insecurity

20.3%
2013

16.4%
2016



Challenge: Cost of Child Care 





Education successes are 
noteworthy; however, 

persistent and pervasive 
gaps and challenges exist.



Challenge: Early Childhood Education 
Access and Quality

13
2015

13
2018



ISTEP+ Grades 3-8



ISTEP+ Grades 3-8

48.0%

82.5%

49.0%

34.6%

33.3%

55.2%

52.8%

American Indian

Asian

Multiracial

Hispanic

Black

White

Total

Bartholomew Consolidated School Corp. ISTEP+ by 
Race/Ethnicity: 2018 

American Indian Asian Multiracial Hispanic Black White Total



School Discipline



Challenge: School Discipline

3.3%
2015

4.0%
2018

4.0% 4.2%

8.0%

2.7%

0.6%

2.3%

6.7%

Total White Black Hispanic Asian American
Indian

Multiracial

Percentage of Children Receiving Out-of-School 
Suspension by Race/Ethnicity, Bartholomew County: 2018

Total White Black Hispanic Asian American Indian Multiracial



Special Education

12.3%
2015

13.2%
2018



High Ability

Bartholomew:  14.0% 



Challenges regarding 
school safety, social and 
emotional development, 
trauma, and support are 
also a reality.



Challenge: Bullying



Postsecondary success 
improves individual 
outcomes, builds stronger 
communities, and 
strengthens the economy.



For Hoosier youth to reach education success and thrive in the 
workforce, it is critical that plans and preparations for college and career 
begin early and for families to be financially ready. 



Financial aid. About 2/3 of Hoosiers use loans to finance 
education and borrow an average of $34,021. 

Issues of equity. Low-income students of color are 
disproportionately more likely to have to rely on loans to 
finance college, and face steep challenges to pay off 
debt.

On-time completion: An additional year of college can 
cost $50,000 in extra tuition, lost wages and other costs.







Individuals 
✓Families and caretakers can open a 529 

account and begin contributing. 

✓Members of the community can become 
a college mentor. 

✓Caring adults can assist students and 
families with researching and applying 
for as many scholarships as possible. 



Organizations and Leaders
✓Community organizations can embed 

scholarship eligibility, application 
support, and opportunities for families to 
learn about and open 529 accounts in 
existing programming. 

✓Leaders can increase accessibility and
affordability by focusing on issues of 
equity, aligning systems and supporting 
local and state initiatives.



Leaders and Policy Makers 
✓Leaders can increase accessibility and

affordability by focusing on issues of 
equity, aligning systems and supporting 
local and state initiatives.



Turn and Talk

• What questions does this raise 
for your community?

• What else do you want/need to 
know?





Hoosier youth health 
challenges at all ages 
threaten the foundation for 
a strong well-being.



Challenge: Maternal Smoking

14.4%
2014

12.6%
2017



Challenge: Smoking & Vaping



Challenge: Smoking & Vaping



Challenge: Obesity
1 in 5 youth, ages 12-17, get 
the recommended amount of 
exercise.

36.3% of youth, ages 6-11, 
get the recommended amount 
of exercise.



Children must have good 
mental health to reach 
their full potential.







Indiana (700:1) 
An estimated 3.8 million 
Hoosiers live in mental 
health professional shortage 
areas (58% of the state’s 
population).

780:1
2014

720:1
2017





Individuals 
✓ Talk with caregivers if there are concerns about the 

way a child behaves at home, in school, or with 
friends. 

✓ Caring adults can work with schools, connect with 
families, get a referral to a mental health specialist or 
talk with a pediatrician. 

✓ Adults can be part of a strong support system and 
help youth develop resilience to adapt in the face of 
adversity. 



Organizations and Communities 
✓ Facilitate partnerships among physicians, mental 

health professionals, educators, community 
organizations and families to implement evidence-
based programs.

✓ Break the stigma on mental health by developing 
awareness campaigns with positive stories. 

✓ Prioritize prevention over crisis response, including 
family support programs and early childhood 
services that equip parents and youth with skills and 
knowledge. 



Leaders and Policy Makers 
✓ Increase funding for training mental 

and behavioral health professionals in 
order to increase access. 

✓ Develop and implement policy based
psychological and behavioral research 
ensuring that all children are 
empowered through culturally 
informed and evidence-based 
strategies. 



Indiana has notable improvement to gain 
insights.

Nationally, we have few bright spots and need 
to improve in all.

Clear disproportionate challenges and barriers 
exist.

Critical issues are impacting Hoosier kids.

What is the state of the child?



Taking Action
Write down three next steps you 
can take.

Share and add to your list.



Make a commitment to improve the lives of 
Hoosier youth.

Challenge the status quo, seek and deliver 
solutions.

Work together in community.

Use your voice to amplify the data and 
discussion.

Call to Action



It's in all of our best 
interest to make sure 
each and every child is 
getting the support they 
need to reach their full 
potential.



✓ Indiana KIDS COUNT Data Book

✓ County Snapshots

✓ Issue Briefs

✓ Data Briefs

✓ Custom Data Requests

✓ Knowledge Center

Data and Resources

data@iyi.org

mailto:data@iyi.org


data@iyi.org

cgeier@iyi.org

csims@iyi.org

www.iyi.org

(317) 396-2700

We are here to connect!

mailto:data@iyi.org
mailto:cgeier@iyi.org
mailto:iarreola@iyi.org
http://www.iyi.org/




Council for Youth Development

VISION

We envision a community where all youth and families 
are reaching their full potential.



The Council for Youth Development is a Bartholomew County 
network that identifies, coordinates, and aligns community efforts 

to ensure the development of the whole child.

About CYD

MISSION



FIVE PILLARS

HEALTH |  An integrated community that promotes 
holistic wellness where all thrive

SAFETY |  An environment that provides protection 
from all forms of harm

EDUCATION |  High quality education that promotes 
success in school, career, and life

ENGAGEMENT |  A welcoming environment that 
empowers active participation and contribution 
toward growth of self and community

SUPPORT |  A nurturing support network that builds 
personal assets and instills a sense of hope for the future 



YOUTH MASTER PLAN

CYD Youth Development Index



YOUTH MASTER PLAN

CYD Youth Development Index



Everyone is an Asset Builder
Community wide commitment to our 
youth that requires shared

▪ Approach
▪ Language
▪ Skills
▪ Resources

Why Developmental Assets?

POSITIVE YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT



POSITIVE YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT



POSITIVE YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT



Circle of Influence

DEVELOPMENTAL ASSETS

Building assets protects young 
people from risky behaviors and 
promotes positive youth 
development







Avenues to Opportunity

The Self Sufficiency System of 

Bartholomew County.

One in three families in Bartholomew County do not earn enough money to make ends meet. These 

women, men and children have trouble succeeding in school, meeting basic needs of food, clothing, 

and shelter, and leading healthy lives.

This local state of poverty affects all of us. It influences the quality of our local education, the 

availability of jobs for qualified workers, and the stability of our local economy. It is essential for us to 

partner with this growing population of our community who are stuck in the cycle of poverty – to 

help them is to help themselves.

We are working to help motivated people step out of poverty and into self-sufficiency in 

Bartholomew County. We mobilize people and resources to provide opportunity for our most 

vulnerable citizens. By helping those in need succeed, we strengthen our entire community.

Our vision is for every child in Bartholomew County to receive support outside of the classroom, for 

every family to meet their basic needs of food, clothing and shelter, and for every individual to 

receive the help they need to lead a happy and healthy life. We work to provide these opportunities 

to our residents every day.

http://www.indianaimpact.org/BartholomewCounty


                             

    

 

 

 

  

 

FAMILY STABILITY HEALTH AND WELL-BEING FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT EDUCATION & TRAINING EMPLOYMENT & CAREER 

Housing Family 
Executive 

Functioning 
Health Networks Savings/Debt Credit 

Educational 
Attainment 

Workplace 
Skills 

Earnings Level 
Employment & 

Benefits 
No subsidy; safe; 
costs less than 30% 
of household gross 
pay 

Fully able to engage 
in work, school or 
family life; children or 
family life don’t get in 
the way 

Strong at 
organizing, 
getting things 
done and react 
appropriately  

Fully able to 
engage in work, 
school or family 
life because of 
drugs, mental 
health or health 
needs 

Can always rely on 
networks to provide 
useful advice, 
support or guidance 

Savings of at least 3 
months. No debt other 
than mortgage, car or 
educational loans and 
current in all debts 
Use mainstream 
banking only 

Credit score above 
680 

Bachelor’s degree or 
higher complete AND / 
OR   
Associate’s degree or 
professional certificate 
complete  
AND / OR   
Job training or 
certificate complete 
(beyond high school) 
 

Strong job skills in 
high demand field, 
strong soft skills with 
potential to continue 
moving to next level 
job / leadership 
position 

Earnings = 250% of 
poverty 
 
Household size of: 
1 $30,350+ 
2: $41,150 +  
3: $51,950 + 
4: $62,750+ 

Full-time stable 
employment with 
benefits and with 
excellent 
opportunities to 
advance 

No subsidy; safe; 
costs more than 30% 
of household gross 
pay 

Mostly able to 
engage in work, 
school or family life; 
children or family 
needs rarely get in 
the way 

Mostly able to 
organize, get 
things done and 
react 
appropriately  

Mostly able to 
engage in work, 
school or family 
life because of 
drugs, mental 
health or health 
needs 

Can often rely on 
networks to provide 
useful advice, 
support or guidance 

Savings of 2 months 
expenses. Debt has 
decreased and making 
more than minimum 
payments 
Using bank credit 
building products 

Credit score above 
620 

Associate’s degree or 
professional certificate 
complete  
AND / OR   
Job training or 
certificate complete 
(beyond high school) 
 

Job skills in high 
demand field, 
working toward next 
level up job 
Established soft skills 

Earnings = 225% of 
poverty 
 
Household size of: 
1: $27,315 
2: $37,035 
3: $46,755 
4: $56,475 

Full-time employment 
with benefits and with 
some opportunities to 
advance 

Subsidized housing 
or it’s safe but 
marginally adequate 

Somewhat able to 
engage in work, 
school or family life 
because of children 
or family needs 

Somewhat able to 
organize, get 
things done and 
react 
appropriately  

Somewhat able 
to engage in 
work, school or 
family life 
because of 
drugs, mental 
health or health 
needs 

Can sometimes rely 
on networks to 
provide useful 
advice, support or 
guidance 

Savings of 1 month 
expenses. Making 
minimum payments on 
all debts 
Rarely use payday 
lenders 

Credit repaired - 
scores increased 

Job training or 
certificate complete 
(beyond high school) 

Job skills in a secure 
field. 
Some soft skills 

Earnings = 200% of 
poverty 
 
Household size of: 
1:$24,280 
2: $32,920 
3: $41,560 
4: $50,200 

Full-time employment 
with no opportunity to 
advance 

Subsidized housing 
or it’s not safe and 
not adequate 

Barely able to engage 
in work, school or 
family life because of 
children or family 
needs 

Barely able to 
organize, get 
things done and 
react 
appropriately  

Barely able to 
engage in work, 
school or family 
life because of 
drugs, mental 
health or health 
needs 

Can rarely rely on 
networks to provide 
useful advice, 
support or 
guidance; potential 
for abuse 

Savings of less than 1 
month’s expenses 
Behind in payments of 
debts 
Use payday lenders 
occasionally  

Credit history 
damaged 

High School Diploma 
or HSE complete 

Minimal work 
experience or job 
skills.   
Developing soft skills 

Earnings = 150% of 
poverty 
 
Household size of: 
1:$18,210 
2: $24,690 
3: $31,170 
4: $37,650 

Temporary or part 
time employment with 
no benefits 

Homeless or facing 
eviction 

Not able to engage in 
work, school or 
family life because of 
children or family 
needs 

Not able to 
organize, get 
things done and  
react 
appropriately 

Not able to 
engage in work, 
school or family 
life because of 
drugs, mental 
health or health 
needs 

Can never rely on 
networks to provide 
useful advice, 
support or 
guidance; DV is 
present 

No savings 
Has debts – currently 
not making any 
payments 
Using payday lenders 
regularly 

No credit history 
or credit is 
severely damaged 

Less than High School 
Diploma or HSE 

No valuable work 
experience or 
employability skills 
No soft skills 

Not currently 
employed or earning 
less than 150% of 
poverty 

Unemployed  

Adapted with permission from Empath’s Bridge to Self-Sufficiency 
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MAKING DECISIONS IN CONTEXT 

AVENUES TO OPPORTUNITY 



Avenues to Opportunity
The Self Sufficiency System of Bartholomew 

County.

Let’s Start 2019 with a Celebration!

• 8 organizations have formally adopted the Bridge by signing the MOU

• An estimated 130 families will actively participate on the Bridge in 2019

• 30 Coaches have been formally trained on the Bridge and Coaching by Empath

• 80 community members participated in a poverty simulation to increase awareness

• UWBC is supporting legislation to make payday lending less predatory

• 2017 Outcomes for Financial Stability from United Way partner agencies

-49% of participants gained employment

-50% of participants increased their wages

-69% of participants increased their disposable income by increasing income or 

reducing costs

-39% of participants moved into financial stability





To meet workforce demand, 

our region must do something 

different to reach the 60% 

Goal

Goal 2025… What does it mean 
for SE Indiana?

43.4% 32.6% 36.7% 41.4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Barth
County

EGR 9  Indiana U.S.

Attainment (25-64 yr. olds)
Includes Associate, Bachelor, Graduate, 

& Prof. Degrees

Goal: 60% by 2025

Indiana Sept-Nov 2018 

Job Postings by Education

Certification or 

2-Yr Degree

47%

4-Yr 

Degree 

or Higher

26%

College for all does not mean a 4-Year 

Degree

The majority of skilled jobs require an 

industry recognized credential or 2-year 

degree

Source:  US Census,  Hoosiers by the Numbers, 

Job Postings (Burning Glass, Sept. through Nov. 2018)

2017

Indiana’s Economy is Expected

To Create 3.8 Million Job 

Openings from 2016 to 2026

Goal 2025: By 2025 60% of jobs 

will require a 2-Year degree or 

more



Source:  DOE

High School Graduation

EcO Network Launched in 2007

iGrad Launched in 2011

Source:  Indiana DOE Compass)



Latino Student Enrollment Growth
Bartholomew Consolidated School Corp.



Equity Gap: Latino Students vs All 
Students
Bartholomew Consolidated School Corp.

2007 2018

All Students 81.6% 89.6%

Latino Students 64% 86.1%

Equity Gap -17.6% -3.5%

High School Graduation Rates - BCSC

Students Enrolled in College 12 Months after HS - BCSC
2011 2016

All Students 65% 67%

Latino Students 39% 69%

Equity Gap -26% +2%



% of Indiana HS Students Earning AP or Dual 
Credit

State Average – 62%
ICHE, 2016 HS Graduates 

5 of the 6 counties with 
top AP/Dual Credit 
levels are in EGR9

We are doing 
something different 

here



National funders are looking 
for evidence of community 

collaboration

Columbus & SE Indiana are 
Nationally recognized for civic 

collaboration


